
STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
July 6, 2017 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, July 6, 2017, was called to order at 
3:04 p.m. by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, Jr., Government 
Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Richard Chichester, Anita Dodd, Ken Pitts and David Rodriguez 
      
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ann Best-Rolls and Jane Conner 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Baker, Joseph Fiorello and Denise Knighting  
  
GUESTS PRESENT: Irma Clifton and Noah Alverez  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mrs. Dodd called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. and asked Mr. Pitts to call roll.   
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts called roll and stated there was a quorum with four members present.  
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mrs. Clifton stated the Historical Society would be holding a tour of Shelton’s Cottage and Dunbar Kitchen 
on July 20, 2017.  And she was also trying to work with Bill Howell to see if his cabin could be included in 
the tour.   She stated refreshments would be served at the Samuel Gordon House, which was her home.  She 
stated she was not sure of the start time and asked the Commission members to check the Stafford County 
Historical Society website to confirm the time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Civil War Database Update – Erik Mink, National Park Service 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she spoke with Mr. Mink and he would not be attending the meeting, so there would be no 
update at this time.   
 
2. 1023 Mountain View Road – Determination for Historic Structure as Secondary Dwelling 
 
Mrs. Dodd explained the owner, Noah Alverez, would like to have the home located at 1023 Mountain View 
Road deemed historical which would allow him to build another dwelling on the property and not have to 
tear down the original structure to do so. 
 
Ms. Baker stated the house could be deemed historic by the Historical Commission, and a second dwelling 
could be built.  She stated Mrs. Dodd visited the property and has recommendations. 
 
Mr. Alverez stated his original intent was to subdivide the property and build a second dwelling, as his 
parents were currently living in the existing dwelling.  He had since learned that VDOT would require him to 
dedicate right-of-way which would reduce his property to less than six acres, which could not be subdivided 
and meet the three acre requirement. 
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Mrs. Dodd stated the house was built in 1965, which meets the “older than 50 years” requirement, but 
understanding the intent of the ordinance when it was developed she did not feel in this particular instance it 
met the intent.  
 
Mr. Chichester stated in his opinion the ordinance was vague and he felt this request should be approved. 
 
Dr. Rodriguez agreed. 
 
Mr. Pitts stated the way the current ordinance reads, a better definition of “historic” should be included.  He 
then made a motion to approve the request. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded. 
 
The motion passed 3-1 (Mrs. Dodd voted no, Mrs. Connor and Ms. Best-Rolls were absent). 
 
Ms. Baker advised the Commission an ordinance amendment could be pursued. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated the intent of the ordinance was to save buildings 50 years or older that exhibited traditions 
and, or materials representative of the Stafford County’s building traditions. 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning making changes to the ordinance to include a definition of Historic 
Building and to include the cultural significance of the building. 
 
Mr. Chichester made a motion to have Mrs. Dodd write changes to the ordinance and bring it back to the 
next meeting. 
 
Dr. Rodriguez seconded. 
 
The motion passed 4 -0 (Mrs. Connor and Ms. Best-Rolls were absent). 
 
2. MCB Quantico – Demolition of Building 3075 
 
Ms. Baker stated this property was located near the Town of Quantico and the Commission was being asked 
to be a consulting party. 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the property and the removal of the building.  The Commission 
members did not have any issues with the building being removed as long as it was documented and 
recorded. 
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to approve the demolition and requested copies of the reports be sent to the 
Commission. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded. 
 
The motion passed 4 -0 (Mrs. Connor and Ms. Best-Rolls were absent). 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

3. Falmouth Master Interpretive Plan Implementation 
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Ms. Baker stated the Falmouth Master Interpretive Plan was still in the works and the Department of 
Economic Development would like to have it finished by September.  She stated staff was still waiting to 
hear from some of the property owners and was trying to create a link on the County’s webpage to put the 
reports and information concerning Falmouth. 
 
Mr. Pitts asked about the Ferry Farm Trail. 
 
Ms. Baker stated the next phase that was funded, was to have the trail cross River Road to the river side and 
tie into the Chatham Bridge.  She expected that phase to be complete by December 2017.  She stated the next 
phase would be from the Chatham Bridge to Ferry Farm and that would be an additional year. 
 
5. Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys & Investigations  
 
No Action 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC - None 
 
Discussed after Reports by Commission Members 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she and other Commission members have tried to reach Ms. Best-Rolls and have received 
no response.  Since Mrs. Kirby resigned for health reason and Ms. Best-Rolls has not attended a meeting in 
over a year, it was difficult to reach a quorum.  She stated if the Commission agreed a letter would be sent to 
Ms. Best-Roll explaining the situation and asking her intent.  The Commission members agreed a letter 
would be sent to Ms. Best-Rolls. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she was going through a to-do list and found a request from Ms. Baker which suggested the 
Commission develop a list of endangered resources owned by the county.  She asked the Commission 
members to develop a list of endangered resources in their district. 
 
Ms. Baker suggested the list not only include endangered resources but perhaps suggest the Commission 
could assist with finding funding sources such as grants to assist with the resources. 
 
Mrs. Dodd suggested making two lists, one for County owned resources and one for privately owned 
resources.  She stated each cultural resource owned by the County was different and needed a management 
plan as well and Parks and Recreation should have a line item for up keeping the properties. 
 
Ms. Baker read the list of County owned resources and stated the budget cycle usually begins in September. 
 
A brief discussion ensued concerning the County owned resources and the fact that many could be tourist 
attractions.  Discussion concerning the Duff Green house brought forward the fact it was a perfect location 
for a wedding venue and the possibility of a lease management of that property.  It was noted that the Ray 
Grizzle Building was the only place in Falmouth that had parking. 
 
Mr. Chichester stated he liked the idea of Parks and Recreation having a line item in their budget to preserve 
and maintain the properties.  
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Mrs. Dodd stated perhaps a “Friends of” group for Duff Green or other properties would be helpful as they 
have been successful in other projects.  She suggested the Commission included priorities in their list and it 
would be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated she had contacted Jerrilynn for assistance with signage for Crow’s Nest and text had been 
submitted to Mike Lott.  She stated Jerrilynn also submitted a hand drawn map and that some images from 
the internet could be incorporated on the sign. 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated the Cemetery Committee had been working on recording cemeteries on the Quantico Base 
and they hoped to be finished by the end of summer.  She stated so far they had found family cemeteries and 
church cemeteries. About three-fourths of the burials have been relocated.  She stated they are recording the 
cemeteries if there are bodies there or not and she was working with Jerrilynn to compile a list of names to 
go with the cemeteries. She stated Prince William Parks had done a report of their cemeteries and asked the 
Cemetery Committee to evaluate. 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts asked if the County had a Coat of Arms.  With most of the Commission members not being aware 
of one he stated he would do additional research. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
Mrs. Clifton stated the Yankees in Falmouth would be held in September. She has not transferred Shelton 
Cottage to the new form for applying for the Historic National Register nominations.  It may be September 
or October before she would have it completed.  She stated she had also wanted to submit paperwork for the 
Odom House, which was the cinder block house on Gordon Street.  But she was not going to pursue that at 
this time. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES WITH ITS CHANGES 
 
April 6, 2017 
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to approve the minutes. 
 
Dr. Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 4:22 p.m.   
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